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Epreuve: LVI ANGLAIS 

Text: The locusts
          It had been a rainy season full of hope and expectations until the locusts came. The sun was blotted out by a yellow cloud of insects. They were everywhere and ate their way across the fields and beyond, leaving nothing but hunger and despair. Bush fires killed hundreds but thousands more came back with a vengeance. There were hardly any crops left behind their deadly flight.
         When the village council considered the matter, it became clear that the locust’s infestation did not just threaten their livelihood. Aruna the village chief said raising his hands:
 -“we should not have turned our backs to our ancestors’ beliefs; that’s why the spirits sent this plague down on us!”
- “That’s true, we must make sacrifices,” Dianko added gravely.
Those words struck Mamouni as blasphemous and he thundered:
- “I can’t believe my ears! Do you mean we should return to pagan practices, worshipping pieces of carved wood?”
 -“Enough!” Aruna shouted. “How dare you scorn the traditions that have preserved our lives for centuries?”
        Mamouni believed that spilling milk or blood on statues to seek favors belittled the very idea of God. Yet he thought it wiser to compromise than destroy the only hope the village had to cling to.  So he humbly suggested a prayer vigil with recitation from the Koran and stood aside in a thoughtful mood.
       While the village council was negotiating a decision, he realized that the natural emergency had turned into a war of religions in which the supreme God was pitted against yesterday’s divinities. When Nzkwe, the former fetish priest suggested that an evil spirit in the village might have been responsible for the plight, Mamouni burst out angrily:
 “That’s sheer madness! Pull yourselves together; can’t you see that hardships are meant to test our faith and the creative powers God Almighty has given us?”
Mamouni’s plea for reason was so earnest that he swayed the whole village council to his side except for a few: Nzkwe was one of them.

Student’s Name ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
        I / GLOGAL COMPREHENSION (8 pts)
A- Vocabulary items : read the text and find words or expressions meaning the same as: (0.25×4=1pt)
1) Hidden from sight  = …………………………………………………………………( parag 1)
2) Affliction, curse = ……………………………………………………………………( parag 2)

3) (To) despise, hate = …………………………………………………………………(parag 2)

4) Difficulties = ………………………………………………………………………… (parag 4)

B –Information transfer: complete the following chart representing the possible options to face the locust infestation and characters that defend each option. (0.25×7=1.75)

Locust infestation





C / Cloze passage: complete the following passage with words from the text. (0.25×9=2.25pts)
It had rained a lot that year but the 14)………………… and 15)……………………….. of good harvest were jeopardized by grasshoppers’16)……………………………………..  Those destroying insects had eaten all the 17)…………… , bringing about 18)…………………, 19)……………….……and many other problems in the village .The village chief called the 20)…………………… for a meeting to find solutions to that 21)……………………But the meeting resulted in an opposition of 22)………….. instead of an attempt to fight the threat.
D / Multiple choice questions: choose a , b or c and justify by quoting a line from the text. (0.5×4=2pts)
23) According to Mamouni, the locust invasion is:
a- a divine trial

b- a curse by the spirits

c- a blasphemous word

Justification:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

24) Aruna is an advocate of:
a – negotiation

b – traditional belief

c – monotheism

Justification: ………………………………………………………………………………             

E/ Which ones of the following are affected by the locust infestation?
25) Circle the correct answers. (0.5×2=1pt)
· Beliefs

· Family unit

· Harvest

· Health

II. COMMUNICATIVE COMPETENCE (7pts)
E / The Minister of agriculture is visiting the village invaded by the locusts. Niokhor, a village council is writing down the questions he wants to ask the Minister .Help him write the questions. (0.5×5=2.5pts)
· Reason for his visit: 26) Why ……………………………………………………………..?
· If the government heard their call for help: 27) Did…………………………………………………………………………………………?

· The moment they are going to be assisted: 28) When………………………………………………………………………………………?

· The intermediary between the Minister and the village: 29) Who………………………………… ……………………………………………………?
-If there is something he can do immediately to comfort the population: 30) Is…………………… ……………………………………………………………………..?
F / Now rewrite Niokhor’s questions and find meaningful answers for the Minister (0.5×5=2.5pts)
Niokhor:Why……………………………………………………………………………...?
Minister:  31) I ……………………………………………………………………………
NIokhor: Did ……..………………………………………………………………………?
Minister: 32) Yes …………………………………………………………………………
Niokhor: When…………………………………………………………………………….?

Minister: 33) I think ………………………………………………………………………
Niokhor: Who …………………………………………………………………………….?

Minister: 34) There will be…………………………………………………………………
Niokhor: Is……………………………………………………...........................................?

Minister: 35) We are going to……………………………………………………………... ………………………………………………………………………………………………
G / Two agents of the Ministry of agriculture are talking about the effect of the locusts’ infestation. Complete their dialogue, using the verbs from the box and putting them in the appropriate tense. (0.5×4=2pts)

                            be –prepare – see – destroy 

Agent 1- You  36)……………………………the signs of the disaster, have you?

Agent 2-Of course you’re right. You see, the fields 37)………….…………………by the locusts on their yesterday cynical trip.
Agent 1- There 38)………………………no crops this year, will there?
Agent 2- Yes. Presently a plan 39)……………………………by the government to see how to assist the villagers stricken by this plague.

III-Essay Writing: (5pts)
Choose one topic and write between 150 and 200 words

Topic one: Suppose you are a member of a village council; propose ways and means to fight the locust invasion.

Topic two: Your village has been devastated by a locust invasion. Write a letter to the minister of agriculture asking him for help.
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Option B


6)……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………





Option A


5)……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………





Advocates B


12) The majority of the village council


13)…………………………………………





Advocates A


7) Aruna the village chief 8)…….…..……………………………………9)……………………………………………… 10)………………………………………………11)………………………………………………………….
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……………….
















































































